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The green turtle population nesting at Tortuguero, Costa Rica (10º35'N, 83º31'W) is the
largest remaining nesting aggregation in the Atlantic Ocean and one of the largest green
turtle (Chelonia mydas) rookeries worldwide (Seminoff in review). Only one of 1,110 tag
returns from females tagged at Tortuguero and reported by Carr et al. (1978) was
recaptured in-water in Florida, USA. However, genetic studies of green turtles indicate
that juveniles from the Tortuguero population disperse throughout the Wider Caribbean,
including into Florida waters (Bagley et al. 2000). This year, the connection between
developmental habitats in Florida and the nesting beach in Tortuguero was confirmed by
a green turtle tag return. On 30 September 2002, research assistants with the 2002 Green
Turtle Program encountered a green turtle measuring 103.5 cm curved carapace length
(CCLmin; Bolten 1999) at Tortuguero Beach. The turtle made a half-moon and was
checked for tags and measured as it returned to the sea. The tag number NNY956 and
return address of the tag identified it as a green turtle tagged on 14 July 1986 in Florida
waters, 1.2 km offshore and 8 km north of Port Everglades Inlet in Fort Lauderdale,
Florida (approx. 26º09'N 80º05'W) and measured 46cm in curved carapace length
(CCLn-t; Bolten 1999). It had also been recaptured on 6 April 1988 very close to its
original tagging site and measured 58.5cm CCL(n-t). Both Florida captures were made
using scuba gear and at a water depth of ~4.5 m. The minimum water-traveled distance
between the Florida capture site and Tortuguero is approx. 2,000 km.

Estimates of minimum growth rates between consecutive sightings for green turtle
NNY956 are 7.2 cm CCLn-t/year and 3.1 cm CCLn-t/year between the first and second
and second and third sightings respectively. These are within the range of estimates
reported for green turtles studied in developmental habitats in the Bahamas (Bjorndal et
al. 2000).

The developmental habitat where the green turtle was originally tagged is hard bottom
with a mix of hard and soft corals and an abundance of red algae. Necropsies of stranded
animals have indicated that their preferred food at this site is red algae of the genus
Gelidiella sp. (Wershoven & Wershoven 1992). Unfortunately, a beach nourishment
project has negatively impacted this site and an additional 11 ha of hard bottom green
turtle developmental habitat may be destroyed if a recently approved renourishment
project goes ahead as planned.
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